_ PLEASURE FoR TWE SENSES

Alhama de Murcia

- Regional Tourist Interest Festival -
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Los Mayos of Alhama de Murcia has evolved into a uni-
que celebration in the Region of Murcia, being a popular
custom that takes place the first weekend of May, thus
regaining a tradition connected with the arrival of spring,
rebirth of the land, floral ornaments and the Cruces de

Mayo.
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of our older generations and oral traditions have led this
search back to the 60’s and the 70’s.

On the 5% April 1982, Alhama de Murcia’s council meeting
approved the following: “A celebration renewing the tra-
ditions of the fiesta de los Mayos will be held the 1t May”.
These matters were officially dealt with in the council mee-
ting on the 7" March 1983.
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LA PLANTADA, THE “PLANTING” of FICURES

Alhama de Murcia awakes

with the presence of some very
interesting visitors, the Mayos.
These so-called visitors are in fact
representative figures, which are
“planted” (placed) in front of the
citizens’ houses, squares, corners
or public gardens in the dawn

of the first day of May and then
removed at dusk. The Mayos are

yesteryear fabric-made figures
stuffed with straw, leaves, wool, or
whatever is available, dressed with
old garments and surrounded by
flowers and ornaments. Special
care is taken when modelling the
faces and creating the costumes
which characterize the scene cha-
racters, trying to obtain a result

as human-looking as possible.

These figures help put across a
specific situation that wants to be
parodied or imitated by means of
dialogues written in verse on small
posters. The scenes created can

be visited throughout the day and
turn the streets of Alhama into an
improvised ethnological museum.




THE CoRREMAYSS

Introduced back in 1984, the Corremayos are
large groups of people of all ages dressed in
harlequin jesters costumes that roam around
and visit the planted figures, the Mayos, one
by one with the jingle of their bells. While on
their visit they are normally treated to “casca-
ruja” (nuts) and wine.

The Council of Government of the Autono-
mous Community of the Region of Murcia
declared this celebration of Regional Tourist
Interest in 1990, granting the recognition ne-

eded to recover this ancient cultural tradition.

The promotion, advertising and spreading of
the Mayos was significant during these years,
reaching high levels of participation thanks
to numerous associations and individuals as
well as tourists and visitors. The ongoing cri-
teria for the evaluation of the Mayos, which
was then established, classifies them accor-
ding to the figures, the scenes, the written
dialogues and the very nature of the Mayos
in either traditional (old farming scenes, pro-
fessions, etc.), original or critical (parodying
characters or situations of social life).

Nowadays, the fiesta of
the Mayos is a mixture of
tradition, colour, music, spec-
tacle and character that merge
i the streets and squares of
Alhama de Murcia, leading
to an explosion of joy that
is a complete pleasure for the

Senses.
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THE MAY CRSSES

The fiesta de las Cruces is, without doubt, a beautiful
tradition of religious character that has managed to
survive throughout the years.

, 3 ; This peculiar symbology and ritual-laden celebration
s takes place on the 3 May and, as in the case of the
g & . . . .
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-p . ._:;. L Qw 'r‘_ case, the main component is a cross dressed in flowers
Ay PR and displayed in conjunction with ornaments and
ke Y. 4 3
o IV WP, religious tokens such as rosaries and images.

The cross is proudly displayed in homes, by doors or
gardens and is visited and admired by the residents
and, during the day of the Mayos, by the Corremayos.



olHER ACTIVITIES

Paella contest: all condiments are
provided by the organization.

Corremayos Mayos title, which
is awarded to a well-known
personality of Alhama.

Children’s activities: Corremayos for
children, workshops, plays... etc.

International Custom Bikers Event.

Cultural activities: exhibitions,

plays...
Sports activities: motocross, trial
adventure...

Souk Alhama: flea market where
you can find handicrafts and natural
products.
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Ayuntamiento de Alhama de Murcia
Concejalia de Turismo
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